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State Tech is an
incredible asset that far
too many Missourians
don’t know about...
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-Shawn Strong

NEW HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER TO BREAK GROUND IN SPRING

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER IN 2017

In spring 2017, State Technical College of
Missouri will break ground on a new state-ofthe-art health sciences facility.

Since January 2016 employers have posted over
2,500 jobs in State Tech’s online employment
system. HireEagles is available 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week, at no cost to you.

The new facility will house the Dental Assisting
Technology, Medical Radiologic Technology,
Practical Nursing Technology and Physical
Therapist Assistant programs.

Visit statetechmo.edu/careerservices to set up
and manage your personal account and gain access
to the current job opportunities available to State
Tech alumni.

Earlier this year, State Tech Board of Regents
decided to move all the college’s health sciences
programs to Linn, Mo. Until
this fall, the programs were
located in two buildings in
Jefferson City.

CAREER EXPO

February 8, 2017
State Tech Activity Center
One Technology Drive
Linn, MO 65051
Over 160 employers attend the Career Expo
seeking entry level and experienced graduates of
State Tech.

Log in to HireEagles for a complete list of employers.

DID YOU KNOW?
Community College Week recognizes
State Tech as a Top 50 Associate
Degree Producer in Science
Technologies/Technicians (16th), and
Precision Production (21st).
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The four programs are currently in a temporary
location in Linn until the new facility is complete.
With the construction of the new facility,
students in those programs will be closer to
college services including financial aid, counseling
services, the main library, and the activity and
fitness center. In addition, students will have the
opportunity to participate in student activities
and interact with other students outside their
program of study.

WELDING CENTER OPENS THIS SPRING
In 2017, State Technical College
of Missouri will open the doors
to a brand new facility to
house the Welding Technology
program.
“The new Welding Center
is well under construction,”
commented State Tech
President, Shawn Strong. “It
will be the nicest facility in the
Midwest.”
The 10,000 square foot
building will include a welding
lab modeled after industry
shops with new welding
machines, robotic welding
cells, a bridge crane, a plasma
table, and a variety of smaller

equipment including an
ironworking machine, a track
torch, metal shears, and a pipe
beveller.
Students who are currently
in the Welding Technology
program are putting their
skills to work as they assist in
the construction of the new
welding booths.
“This is a perfect experience
for our students,” said Eric
Radmacher, State Tech Welding
Instructor. “Real-life education
is hard to achieve without
applicable hands-on work.”
The new facility contains

the necessary space to
accommodate the number of
students in the welding degree
program as well as those who
are enrolled in the basic welding
course. “Without the space
constraints, we will be able
to teach the degree program
during the day instead of in
the evenings,” commented
Radmacher.
Students in the program can
pursue an Associate of Applied
Science degree in Welding
Technology or choose from
three certificate options. To
read more about this program,
visit the college’s website at
www.statetechmo.edu.
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CLAYCOMB'S LEADERSHIP CELEBRATED BY FRIENDS
AND COLLEAGUES
More than 150 people gathered
in May to celebrate Dr. Donald
M. Claycomb and his 23-yeartenure as president of State
Technical College of Missouri.
The evening included a number
of awards and recognitions
bestowed upon Claycomb in
honor of his service.
Former State Tech Board of
Regents President Tom Dinkins
started the evening with
a special toast which was
followed by a special blessing
from State Tech Chaplain Dan
Ramsay.
Former Senator Mike Lybyer
spoke about Claycomb’s
determination to pass Senate
Bill 101 through the Missouri
General Assembly which
transferred Linn Technical
College to the State of Missouri
as Linn State Technical College
in 1995.
Leroy Wade, InterimCommissioner of the Missouri
Department of Higher
Education, touched on what
it was like for Claycomb after

Senate Bill 101 was passed.
“It’s not every day you are
involved in the creation of a
public institution for higher
learning,” stated Wade. “It
wasn’t easy but through it all
Claycomb remained focused on
the students and the mission
of the college.”
Bob Priddy, a veteran
newscaster and friend of the
family, provided attendees with
his perspective on Claycomb
as a friend and leader. He also
gave him advice on what he
could expect his days to be like
once he retired: “The most
important thing you’ll have to
decide each day is what’s for
lunch,” said Priddy.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Machine Tool Technology program title changed
to Precision Machining Technology to better reflect
the highly technical nature of the program.
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Clarke Thomas,
State Tech
alumnus and
Foundation
Chair, praised
Claycomb’s
commitment

to the original mission of
the college. Thomas, an
Automotive Technology and
Aviation Maintenance graduate,
said Claycomb was always
“quick to thank” the alumni for
their success in the workforce
which Claycomb believed
contributed to the outstanding
reputation of the college.
“I believe it’s also been Dr.
Claycomb’s leadership that has
helped to build the reputation
of the college,” said Thomas.
John Atkinson, a recent
graduate of the Electrical
Distribution Systems program
and president of the Student
Government Association,
shared his first impression
of Dr. Claycomb. According
to Atkinson, Claycomb could
be seen having lunch in the
dining hall almost every day at
the college. “The first time I
noticed him he was wearing a
cowboy hat and I thought to
myself this must be some old

man coming back to get his
degree,” commented Atkinson.

Tool Technology program at
State Tech.

Following the remarks made by
friends and colleagues, family
members had the opportunity
to share their perspective.
Claycomb’s children, Donna
Claycomb Sokol and Steven
Claycomb, and his wife
Linda shared their personal
insights about his leadership
and devotion to State Tech.
“This wasn’t a job for Don
Claycomb,” said Linda. “Don
lives and breathes this place.
It’s in his blood.”

J. Scott Christianson, Vice
President of the Board of
Regents, presented a replica
of the college’s new mace
to Claycomb. “The mace
symbolizes the college’s
governing authority and
is present only when the
President and Board of
Regents are in attendance,”
said Christianson.

Representative Justin Alferman
re-presented Claycomb with
the resolutions presented to
him by the Missouri House
of Representatives and the
Senate on April 28 at the
Missouri State Capitol.
During the event, State Tech
Board of Regents President
John Klebba presented
Claycomb with an honorary
degree. “This degree
symbolizes Dr. Claycomb’s
years of service and
dedication to the college,”
said Klebba.
Alongside the framed
copy of the degree was
the medallion Claycomb
has worn at each
commencement ceremony
since 2001 when State
Tech started the tradition
of wearing official regalia.
The medallion was
originally created and
produced by the Machine

Klebba concluded the
presentations by re-announcing
the decision of the Board
of Regents to rename and
dedicate the Information
Technology Center to the
Dr. Donald M. Claycomb
Information Technology Center.
Klebba stated that individuals
may be recognized based upon
their distinguished service
to the institution or through
actions that impact the course
of history for the college in a
positive way. “We believe Don

is deserving of this level of
recognition,” said Klebba. “It
honors all that he has done
during his 23 years of service
to the college.”

"I believe it's also
been Dr. Claycomb's
leadership that has
helped to build the
reputation of
the college,"
The evening concluded with a
video celebrating Claycomb’s
legacy as president. Claycomb
is currently the longest-serving
public college president in
Missouri.
In addition to the dinner,
an open house was held for
members of the community
to wish Claycomb well in his
retirement.

Dr. Claycomb is the first
president to carry the
mace designed by Machine
Tool Technology chair, Chris
Muenks, and instructors Chad
Glascock and James West,
and lab assistant Ed Honse.
The mace symbolizes the
college's governing authority
and is present only when
the President and Board of
Regents are in attendance.
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FRANCHINI RETIRES
AFTER 27 YEARS

STATE TECH CONFIRMS 425 GRADUATES,
ISSUES TWO PRESIDENT'S AWARDS
State Technical College of Missouri held its
commencement ceremony on Saturday, May
7 for the 2016 graduating class. Over 425
students were successfully prepared to enter
the workforce with degrees and certificates
in at least one of the colleges over 35 unique
program options.

State Tech student must attend class, work
hard, and handle their own problems like an
adult.

State Tech President Dr. Donald Claycomb
gave the keynote address after being presented
with an honorary degree by Board of Regents
President John Klebba. “It is a State Tech
custom to call upon an alum of the college
to deliver the commencement address,” said
Klebba. “This year is of no exception.”

Claycomb encouraged graduates to work with
both their head and their hands. “You’ve been
prepared to do both,” he stated. “The person
who does both will succeed at a high level.”

During his address, Claycomb reminded the
students that to successfully complete a
program and become profitably employed, a

“Evidently you did those things,” he stated.
“The essence of that formula will benefit you
the rest of your working life.”

Two outstanding students were also
recognized with the 2016 President’s Award.
John Atkinson and Brian Schultz received the
President’s Award for their demonstration of
leadership, citizenship, character, and service
to the college.
Atkinson graduated with an Associate of
Applied Science degree in Electrical Distribution
Systems. He also served as president of
the Student Government Association and a
member of the Presidential Search Committee.
Additionally, he was a member of SkillsUSA and
the Electricity Club.
Schultz graduated with an Associate of Applied
Science degree in Heating, Ventilation, and Air
Conditioning (HVAC). Schultz achieved a 4.0
grade point average while attending the college
and received the Outstanding HVAC Student
award from his instructors. In addition,
Schultz was the recipient of the Hilmore
“Retool Your Future” Scholarship earning
$5,000 worth of tools.

PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

After 27 years, multiple accolades and preparing
over 4,000 students for gainful employment,
Linda Franchini has retired.
An instructor for the Electronics Engineering
Technology program, Franchini was wellrespected and recognized with numerous
awards. Some of which include the Missouri
Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching,
Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, and the
Outstanding Technical Teacher Award.
Most recently, Franchini received the
2015 Missouri Breaking Traditions State
Postsecondary Educator of the Year Award. Her
student nominations indicated that she was
“an excellent role model who went above the
call of duty to help students with classwork
and internship placements.” She was also
commended for encouraging students to
participate in activities and organizations that
would enhance their future careers.
Reflecting on her years of teaching, Franchini
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recognized her growth from that of a “big sister”
to more of a “mother” figure. “The students
were always willing to come to me when they
needed help,” she reflected. “I appreciated their
willingness to learn.”
In addition, Franchini enjoyed the company of
her fellow electronics instructors. “Dave, Terry,
Vince, and Drew are the best,” she commented.
“They always treated me with courtesy and
respect. Of course, some days they treated me
as if I were one of the guys.”
Since retiring, Franchini has found a new
challenge in training her border collie. “I got
him as puppy,” she said, “just so I would have
someone new to mother.”

DID YOU KNOW?
The US Department of Education names
graduates of State Tech as the highest earners
of any two-year public college in Missouri.
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SHAWN STRONG
ASSUMES ROLE
AS PRESIDENT
PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

Shawn D. Strong, Ph.D. became
the ninth president of State
Technical College of Missouri
on July 1, 2016.
Strong succeeded Donald
Claycomb, who retired from the
college after 23 years. Strong
stated that he would be remiss
if he didn’t thank Claycomb,
whose leadership helped make
State Tech what it is today.
“As a result of his legacy, I
believe this was the most
attractive higher education
position in the country,”
said Strong.
Strong also commented that
State Tech is in a great position
with stable enrollment, national
rankings, and exceptional
employment opportunities
for graduates. “As the new
president, the last thing I would
do is muck up what faculty,
staff, and the former president
worked so hard to build,” he
added.
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“State Tech is an incredible
asset that far too many
Missourians don’t know about,”
commented Strong. “One of
the aspects I enjoy most about
the position is taking people on
campus tours. Most of them
are in awe and indicate how
impressed they are with the
campus. I can relate, as I felt the
same during my first visit.
As Strong assumes his new
role, he looks forward to the
next steps in strengthening
the college. “In the short term,
we are working to solidify the
State Tech brand. In the long
term, much like my predecessor
Donald Claycomb, I like to
build things,” stated Strong.
“I have no idea if we will build
enrollment, quality, facilities,
etc., but I am confident we will
continue to grow the institution.
Recently, I have enjoyed
watching the completion of
our new welding facility, the
planning for the healthcare
facility, and the acquisition of a
business jet to support aviation
maintenance.”

According to Strong, the role
of a college president is to
promote a shared vision and
help secure the resources to
make it happen. He stated that
the impact of a president is
felt when a vision and a strong
mission, such as State Tech’s
mission to provide students
with profitable employment
and a life of learning, go hand in
hand.
Strong is particularly passionate
about technical education.
When speaking to prospective
students, he points out that
of his four degrees it was his
Associate of Applied Science
degree in Heating, Ventilation,
& Air Conditioning that was the
best investment. “You can go so
far with a technical degree,” he
stated. “I wouldn’t have this job
without mine.”
“I would never have guessed I
would be a college president,”
said Strong. “To be the president
of an institution that only
delivers technical degrees is
incredible.”

STRONG'S PROFESSIONAL
BACKGROUND
Prior to becoming president,
Shawn Strong was Dean
of Business Technology and
Communication at Bemidji State
University/Northwest Technical
College in Bemidji, Minn.
Strong’s professional experience
includes fourteen years with
Missouri State University, nine
years of which were as the
Department Head of Technology
and Construction Management.
Prior to his employment in higher
education, Strong worked in
several capacities related to facility
maintenance.
Strong holds an Associate
of Applied Science degree
in Mechanical Construction
Technology and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Industrial
Management from Northwest
Iowa Technical College in Sheldon,
Iowa; an MBA from Wayne State
College in Wayne, Neb.; and a
Ph.D. in Industrial Education and
Technology from Iowa State
University in Ames, Iowa.
Dr. Strong and his wife Amy live in
Linn, Mo. with their son Lucas and
their daughter Lexy.
PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

DID YOU KNOW?
In 2016, WalletHub ranked State
Tech the 5th Best Community
College in America.
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DEBOEUF LEAVES LEGACY OF KNOWLEDGE
Tony DeBoeuf’s impact at State Technical
College of Missouri will be felt for years
to come. Since spring 1993, DeBoeuf has
been an instructor and/or chaired nine
of State Tech’s over 35 unique degree
programs.
In his 23 years tenure he shared his
knowledge and passion with the students
of Heavy Equipment Mechanics, Heavy
Equipment Operations, Heavy Equipment
Technology, Automotive Technology,
Automotive Collision Technology, Medium/
Heavy Truck Technology, Outdoor Power
& Sports Technology, Electric Power
Generation Technology, and the Caterpillar
Service Technician programs.
DeBoeuf was even instrumental in
developing the curriculum for many of
the programs at the college including
Heavy Equipment Operations, Medium/
Heavy Truck Technology, Outdoor Power
& Sports Technology, and Electrical Power
Generation Technology.
With over 20 certifications in engines,
hydraulics, electrical, and powertrains,
DeBoeuf was more than prepared
to educate and instruct State Tech
students on any equipment issue. He was
particularly pleased with his Advanced
Train-the-Trainer certificate which
recognized his commitment to equipping
his instructors so they, too, could prepare
students for success in the workforce.
PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

DID YOU KNOW?
The Powersports Technology program title changed to
Outdoor Power and Sports Technology to better reflect
changes in the industry and added the Golf Course/Landscape
Equipment Management option allowing students to specialize
in the repair of golf course and landscape equipment.
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DeBoeuf considers his greatest
accomplishment to be the achievements
of students who completed their education
at State Tech. Many of these students
have become successful technicians and
equipment managers throughout the state
of Missouri.
He retired in June and now lives on his farm
in northern Missouri with his wife, Lois.

STATE TECH STUDENTS MEDAL AT NATIONAL SKILLSUSA
Three State Tech students received medals
during the National SkillsUSA Leadership and
Skills Conference in Louisville, Ky.
Receiving these honors were Networking
Systems Technology student, Neal Metcalf, who
placed first in Internetworking; Kati Savage,
Practical Nursing Technology student, who
placed first in Practical Nursing; and Electronics
Engineering Technology student, Jordan
Steidinger, who placed second in Electronics
Technology.
To qualify for the national competition, students
must first participate in the district and state
levels. State Tech students brought home 33
medals during the SkillsUSA Missouri Leadership

and Skills Conference, and eight of these
students advanced to National SkillsUSA.
SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers,
and industry representatives working together to
promote a skilled workforce in our country. The
Skills USA Championship events showcase the
top career and technical education students in
the nation.

STATE TECH LINEMAN TAKE TOP TEAM AWARD
In addition to the team championship, Jacob
Kumm won first place overall individual and Issac
Jones won second place overall individual in the
obstacle course event.
A total of 109 students from eight colleges
made up the 24-team roster. State Tech was
represented by a first-year and second-year
team.

At the 2016 Collegiate Lineman’s Rodeo, State
Tech students in the Electrical Distribution
Systems program took home the top overall
team award. The rodeo, a prominent competition
that tests lineman tasks and skills in a controlled
environment, was held in Alpena, Mich.
State Tech’s Isaac Jones, Jacob Kumm, Clay Nolte,
and Luke Roberts dominated in the team events
which included cross arm change outs, a climbing
obstacle course, C1 pole framing and a written
test.

“The competition was stiff this year,” said David
Peterson, Instructor and Department Chair for
Electrical Distribution Systems. “But, this kind of
competition brings out the best in the best.”
The EDS program has won their share of
competitions over the years, most recently in
2014, but “I don’t believe we have ever swept the
entire show,” said Peterson.
State Tech’s first-year team included Austin
Alexander, Jacob Barks, Brian Hartman, and Jed
Oidtman.

10

FRANCHINI AWARDED FOR
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

STATE TECH STUDENTS, INSTRUCTORS RECOGNIZED
FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
Student and instructor excellence paired with
courage and intent make State Technical College
of Missouri ripe for picking recipients for the
Missouri Breaking Traditions awards. And this year
was of no exception: Instructor Shannon Voss
and students Katie Hinton, Alexandria Schwartz,
and Kevin Schilling were all recognized for
outstanding contributions in nontraditional fields.

PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

If you walk by Terry Franchini’s classroom on any
given day, chances are you will hear students
laughing at his antics. His ability to blend humor
and electronics transforms the subject into a fun
adventure for his students.
This unique teaching style is just part of what
makes him a valuable asset to State Tech.
His peers describe him as a dedicated teacher
who goes above and beyond. To recognize his
outstanding dedication and skill, Franchini was
bestowed the 2016 Governor’s Award for
Excellence in Education.

DID YOU KNOW?
The US Department of Education
named State Tech as one of 25 two-year
public colleges that offer advanced
opportunities for low-income students.
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Franchini’s presence in the classroom is the
foundation of his impact on the college, however
his efforts will be felt for years to come. During
his 22 years as an Electronics Engineering
Technology Instructor at State Tech, Franchini
founded the Electronics Engineering Club and
the State Tech Robotics Club to encourage
more student participation. He also dedicated
his time and resources to mentor new State
Tech instructors and teach electronics to a local
home-schooled student.
In addition to this most recent honor, Franchini
was previously named a “Master Teacher” by
the Missouri Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education and served as an instructor
at the 2010 New Teachers Institute.
State Tech is proud to have Terry as an educator
and congratulates him on this much-deserved
award.

Civil Engineering
Technology program
chair and instructor,
Shannon Voss, was
this year’s recipient of
the Breaking Traditions
Outstanding Educator
Award. Outstanding
educators such as Voss
are nominated by their
students.
Electronics Engineering Technology Biomed
student, Katie Hinton, received the Daphna Jones
Spirit Award. This award is presented to a person
who exemplifies the unbreakable spirit of Daphna
Jones, and has overcame undue hardships, braved
harsh obstacles, stood courageously against
troubles, and had the tenacity to surpass all the
odds.
Alexandria Schwartz, a Heavy Equipment
Technology student, received the regional
Breaking Traditions Postsecondary/Adult Female
Award and Kevin Schilling, Physical Therapist
Assistant student, received the regional Breaking
Traditions Postsecondary/Adult Male Award.
The Breaking Traditions Awards are sponsored
by the Missouri Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education to recognize outstanding
nontraditional career and technical students
and the adults who support them. The annual
recognition program honors nontraditional

students on a state and regional level. State
winners are eligible for scholarships to Missouri
public community colleges and State Technical
College of Missouri.

CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOUR RETIREMENT!

GARY BIERE

Computer Programming
Instructor
1 5 years of service

FRANCES STUMPF
Director of Library
7 years of service

DAN GRIFFIN

Industrial Electricity
Department Chair & Instructor
29 years of service

TERESA WHITE

Business Administration
Lead Instructor
15 years of service
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SCHEULEN RETIRES AFTER FOUR DECADES OF SERVICE
In fall 1973, John Scheulen started as a student in
the Aviation Maintenance program and by the end
of the semester was also serving as its part-time
instructor.
A quarter of the way into Scheulen’s first semester
as a student, an aviation instructor became ill and
unable to continue teaching at the college. With
his military background in aviation, Osage County
R-II Superintendent Thurman Willett approached
Scheulen, asking him to help out as a part-time
instructor until a replacement could be found. “I told
him I would give it a try and help out,” said Scheulen.
According to Scheulen it was a very interesting
situation. “I’d be sitting in class with a group of
students for four hours in the morning and by
the afternoon I was teaching the same bunch of
students.”

ATTENTION ALUMNI: SAVE THE DATE
Join us Friday, June 2, 2017 for the 9th annual Alumni Reunion Dinner
Reception hosted by the State Tech Alumni Association.
We're celebrating our milestone reunion classes and the 1967
graduates' 50-year Golden Reunion at the main campus in Linn, Mo.

Keep in touch with State Tech: Update your contact information
and share your success stories. Find us online at

www.statetechmo.edu/alumni/alumni-information

WHERE:

Vehicle and Power Center,
State Technical College of Missouri

2
JUNE

2017

RSVP by MAY 26, 2017
For more details or to register, visit

alumni.statetechmo.edu

“Since I was attending class and teaching at the
same time, it took me a little longer to get my
degree,” Scheulen commented. “I finally graduated in
1976.”
Scheulen remained an aviation instructor for 27 years
and served as the chair of the Aviation Maintenance
program for 18 of those years. As an instructor, he
always enjoyed seeing the students succeed in their
training program as well as in the aviation field.
Following his first retirement, Scheulen had remained
a part-time employee responsible for assessment
and outreach at the college.
PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

DID YOU KNOW?
Aviation Maintenance students
now have access to a Gulfstream
II jet to enhance their experience
in repairing and maintaining the
latest in jet aviation technology.
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No matter the position in his 43 years of service,
Scheulen has always appreciated hearing parents tell
him about their child’s success and how pleased they
are with the education they received.
“I’m especially pleased to see former students return
to campus with their sons and daughters,” he said.
“I am happy to know they are encouraging the next
generation to earn their degree at State Tech.” .

50 YEAR ALUMS - Back Row, L to R: Lloyd Fahrenbrink, ’66 Automotive;
Bob Scheulen, ’66 Electronics; Tom Spiers, ’66 Electronics; Roland Warmann, ’66 Electronics
Front Row, L to R: Hazel Willett, widow of STC Founding Father, Thurman Willet;
James Koepke, ’66 Automotive; Lande Lehnen, ’66 Automotive;
Donnell Leimkuehler, ’66 Automotive; Dr. Donald Claycomb, State Tech President
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One Technology Drive
Linn, MO 65051

Stay Connected

alumni.statetechmo.edu

SUPPORT STATE TECH
The students and faculty at State
Tech are at the heart of our
institution, and supporting them
is our most important priority.
Your contribution ensures we can
accomplish this mission, allowing our
college to thrive.

On behalf of our students and faculty,
we thank you for your generosity!

PHOTO BY TRAVIS DUNCAN

For more information or to make a donation,
please contact the Foundation for
State Technical College of Missouri:

573.897.5109 | foundation@statetechmo.edu | giving.statetechmo.edu

