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Suspected chemical attack in Syria draws world condemnation 
BEIRUT (AP) — A suspected government chemical attack in an opposition-held town in northern Syria killed 

dozens of people on Tuesday, leaving residents gasping for breath and convulsing in the streets and 

overcrowded hospitals. If confirmed, it would be the deadliest chemical attack in four years. 

 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which operates through a network of activists on the 

ground, said at least 58 people died, including 11 children, in the early morning attack in the town of Khan 

Sheikhoun, which witnesses said was carried out by Sukhoi jets operated by the Russian and Syrian 

governments. 

 

Doctors struggled to cope and videos from the scene showed volunteer medics using fire hoses to wash the 

chemicals from victims' bodies. Haunting images of lifeless children piled in heaps reflected the magnitude of 

the attack, which was reminiscent of a 2013 chemical assault that left hundreds dead and was the worst in the 

country's ruinous six-year civil war. 

 

The Syrian government "categorically rejected" claims that it was responsible, saying it does not possess 

chemical weapons, has not used them in the past and will not use them in the future. It laid the blame squarely 

on the rebels, accusing them of fabricating the attack and trying to frame the Syrian government. The Russian 

Defense Ministry also denied any involvement 

 

Photos and video emerging from Khan Sheikhoun, which lies south of the provincial capital of Idlib, showed 

the limp bodies of children and adults. Some were struggling to breathe; others appeared to be foaming at the 

mouth. 

 

The activist-run Assi Press published video of paramedics carrying victims, stripped down to their underwear 

and many appearing unresponsive, from the scene in pickup trucks. 

 

It was not immediately clear if all those killed died from suffocation or were struck by other airstrikes that 

occurred in the area around the same time. 

 

 

Obama aide denies using intel to spy on Trump advisers 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Susan Rice, the top national security adviser to former President Barack Obama, says 

it is "absolutely false" that she and other Obama administration officials used intelligence reports to spy on 

Trump associates for political purposes. 

 

Rice, in an interview with MSNBC on Tuesday, said her senior White House role did give her the ability to 

request the names of Americans swept up through U.S. spy craft. But she would not say whether she saw 

intelligence on President Donald Trump's associates or whether she asked for their identities, saying that 

information would be classified. 

 

According to a U.S. official, Trump national security aides discovered after the inauguration that Rice asked 

that the identities of the Republican's advisers be "unmasked." To Trump backers, the revelations are evidence 

that the Obama administration was surveilling the incoming administration for political purposes. 

 

 



"There is a troubling direction that some of this is going in," White House spokesman Sean Spicer said Monday. 

 

The White House has tried to use the allegations of politically-motivated spying to shift focus away from the 

FBI and congressional investigations into possible Trump campaign ties to Russia. Trump launched the first 

salvo last month when he tweeted that Obama had wiretapped his New York skyscraper, an explosive allegation 

that senior intelligence and law enforcement officials have denied. 

 

The U.S. official said Trump's National Security Council began an intelligence policy review after the 

inauguration that included looking into how widely raw intelligence and the names of Americans were 

disseminated. Rice's unmasking requests were found during that review, according to the official, who insisted 

on anonymity in order to discuss the sensitive information. 

 

After viewing the findings, the White House counsel's office told the NSC to stop the review and not conduct an 

independent investigation into whether there was improper handling of intelligence. 

 

The U.S. routinely monitors the communications of foreigners. The identities of Americans who talk with those 

foreigners, or who are discussed in conversations between two non-U.S. persons, are hidden in intelligence 

reports. However, senior national security officials can request the identities of the Americans if that helps 

understand the intelligence better. 

 

 

White House pushes effort to revive sunken health care bill 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A White House offensive to resurrect the moribund House Republican health care bill 

got an uneven reception Tuesday from GOP moderates and conservatives, leaving prospects shaky for the 

party's operation to salvage one of its leading priorities. 

 

Vice President Mike Pence and other top administration officials were offering to let states request federal 

exemptions from insurance coverage requirements imposed by President Barack Obama's health care overhaul. 

Pence said he and President Donald Trump "remain confident that working with the Congress we will repeal 

and replace Obamacare," while White House spokesman Sean Spicer said Trump "would like to see this done," 

if possible. 

 

"I'm not going to raise expectations, but I think that there are more and more people coming to the table with 

more and more ideas about how to grow that vote," Spicer said. 

 

But there was no initial evidence that the proposal won over any of the GOP opponents that forced Trump and 

party leaders to beat an unceremonious retreat on their bill on March 24, when they canceled a House vote that 

was doomed to failure. 

 

"We want to make sure that when we go, we have the votes to pass this bill," House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-

Wis., told reporters. He said talks were in "the conceptual stage" and GOP lawmakers were close to consensus, 

but he declined to predict a vote before Congress leaves town shortly for a two-week recess — when lawmakers 

could face antagonistic grilling from voters at town hall meetings. 

 

Under the White House proposal, states could apply for a federal waiver from a provision in Obama's statute 

obliging insurers to cover "essential health benefits," including mental health, maternity and substance abuse 

services. The current version of the GOP legislation would erase that coverage requirement but let states 

reimpose it on their own, language that is opposed by many moderates. 

 

"The biggest change was putting the essential health benefits back in," said Rep. Chris Collins, R-N.Y., a 

leading moderate and Trump loyalist. He said that moved some moderates "to yes from no." 



 

In addition, the White House would let states seek an exemption to the law's ban against insurers charging 

higher premiums for seriously ill people. Conservatives have argued that such restrictions inflate consumers' 

costs. 

 

Reaction from rank-and-file GOP lawmakers was mixed, with conservatives and moderates alike saying they'd 

examine legislative language before deciding whether to accept the offer. Some weren't waiting, with moderate 

Rep. Frank LoBiondo, R-N.J., and conservative Rep. Mo Brooks, R-Ala., each saying they remained "no" 

votes. 

 

Brooks said states should be allowed to opt out of Obama's insurance requirements without seeking federal 

permission to do so. 

 

Rep. Jim Renacci, R-Ohio, was among several moderates warning that a quick vote would be counter-

productive. 

 

"If leadership hasn't learned the lessons of the failures of two weeks ago, then they'll bring something forward 

where nobody knows about it and try and get it passed," Renacci said. 

 

Even so, some members of the House Freedom Caucus, the hard-right group whose opposition helped sink the 

Republican bill last month, were showing signs of accepting less than many originally wanted. The group's 

leader, Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., said talks were boiling down to curbing several of Obama's coverage 

requirements — a far cry from the full repeal of the statute that many initially preferred. 

 

"It perhaps is as much of a repeal as we can get done," Meadows told reporters. He added, "That's the 

calculation we have to make." 

 

Similarly, some moderates whose opposition was also instrumental in the legislation's failure said they were 

cautiously optimistic the offer would produce results. 

 

"We have to do things that will win people from both sides of the spectrum. Of course it's hard," said Rep. Tom 

MacArthur, R-N.J., a leader of the Tuesday Group of House GOP moderates. 

 

The underlying House Republican bill would repeal much of Obama's 2010 law. It would erase its tax fines for 

consumers who don't buy policies, federal aid to help many afford coverage and Medicaid expansion for 

additional poor people. 

 

Instead, substitute GOP tax subsidies would be less generous than Obama's for many lower earners and people 

in their 50s and 60s, the overall Medicaid program would be cut, tax boosts on higher earners would be ended 

and consumers who let coverage lapse would face 30 percent premium hikes. 

 

 

Poll: Most young people say gov't should pay for health care 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Most young Americans want any health care overhaul under President Donald Trump 

to look a lot like the Affordable Care Act signed into law by his predecessor, President Barack Obama. 

 

But there's one big exception: A majority of young Americans dislike "Obamacare's" requirement that all 

Americans buy insurance or pay a fine. 

 

A GenForward poll says a majority of people ages 18 to 30 think the federal government should be responsible 

for making sure Americans have health insurance. It suggests most young Americans won't be content with a 



law offering "access" to coverage, as Trump and Republicans in Congress proposed in doomed legislation they 

dropped March 24. The Trump administration is talking this week of somehow reviving the legislation. 

 

Conducted Feb. 16 through March 6, before the collapse of the GOP bill, the poll shows that 63 percent of 

young Americans approve of the Obama-era health care law. It did not measure reactions to the Republican 

proposal. 

 

The most popular element of the law is allowing young adults to stay on their parents' insurance until age 26, 

which is favored by 75 percent of 18-30 year olds. It's not just that they personally benefit — an Associated 

Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll conducted in January found that provision was equally 

popular among all adults. That proposal was included in the failed GOP overhaul. 

 

But the Republican plan also contained provisions that most young Americans — the racially diverse electorate 

of the future — do not support, according to the poll. Two-thirds of young people agree with a smaller majority 

of Americans overall that the government should make sure people have health care coverage. And they 

understand that will cost more: Sixty-three percent want the government to increase spending to help people 

afford insurance. 

 

Those feelings cut across racial lines and include most whites, who formed the base of Trump's political support 

in the presidential election. 

 

"I do believe the government should offer it because we pay taxes," said Rachel Haney, 27, of Tempe, Arizona. 

"I do feel like it's a right." 

 

GenForward is a survey of adults age 18 to 30 by the Black Youth Project at the University of Chicago with the 

AP-NORC Center. The poll pays special attention to the voices of young adults of color, highlighting how race 

and ethnicity shape the opinions of a new generation. 

 

Only about a quarter of young people want "Obamacare" repealed. That includes 16 percent of young adults 

who want it repealed and replaced as Trump has vowed and another 10 percent who want it repealed without a 

replacement. 

 

Just over a third of young whites want to see the law repealed, making them more likely than those of other 

racial and ethnic groups to say so. 

 

"He just wants to protect us from al-Qaida, and terrorism," said Kervin Dorsainvil, 18, a computer technician 

from Port Charlotte, Florida. "I feel like health care should be much higher on the list. I feel like we have the 

resources, the medical technology and everything in place to provide the health care to the people. So why 

wouldn't we do that?" 

 

Young people are more likely than Americans overall to say the government should make sure people have 

health care. A recent AP-NORC poll of U.S. adults, conducted during and after the collapse of the GOP 

proposal, found just 52 percent called it a federal government responsibility to make sure all Americans have 

coverage. 

 

Despite their overall approval of "Obamacare," young Americans' views on the law aren't all rosy. Just a third 

say the law is working relatively well, while another third think the health care policy has serious problems. 

About 2 in 10 consider the law to be fatally flawed. 

 

The law's requirement that all Americans buy insurance or pay a fine is opposed by 54 percent of young people 

and favored by just 28 percent. 

 



On the other hand, 71 percent favor the law's Medicaid expansion, 66 percent of young adults favor the 

prohibition on denying people coverage because of a person's medical history, 65 percent favor requiring 

insurance plans to cover the full cost of birth control, 63 percent favor requiring most employers to pay a fine if 

they don't offer insurance and 53 percent favor paying for benefit increases with higher payroll taxes for higher 

earners. 

 

About a quarter of young adults say they personally have insurance through their parents, while another 1 in 10 

have purchased insurance through an exchange. 

 

 

Texas school worker accused of impregnating 13-year-old 
HOUSTON (AP) — A Houston middle school staff member is facing charges after he was accused of 

impregnating a 13-year-old student. 

 

Mauricio Orlando Mendoza was an information technology worker at the school until the accusations surfaced 

in December. Prosecutors allege that he and the girl had sex on school grounds on multiple occasions. After the 

girl's parents found out about the alleged misconduct, the teen learned she was pregnant. 

 

The 37-year-old married father was arrested Wednesday and charged with aggravated sexual assault of a child. 

He was released on $50,000 bond. 

 

His attorney did not return a message seeking comment. 

 

 

Angel of Death' serial killer dies after attack in prison 
TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — A former nurse's aide dubbed the "Angel of Death" after he admitted killing three 

dozen hospital patients in Ohio and Kentucky died Thursday, two days after he was attacked and beaten in his 

prison cell. 

 

Donald Harvey, who was serving multiple life sentences, was found injured in his cell Tuesday afternoon at the 

state prison in Toledo, officials said. A patrol report said the 64-year-old was beaten when an unnamed person 

entered his cell. 

 

Harvey pleaded guilty in 1987 to killing 37 people, mostly while he worked as a nurse's aide at hospitals in 

Cincinnati and London, Kentucky. He later claimed he was responsible for killing 18 others while working at 

the Veterans Administration Medical Center in Cincinnati. 

 

A relative of one of Harvey's victims expressed some regret but also suggested his death might be 

comeuppance. 

 

"I'm kind of sad to hear it. But he was involved in about 50 people's deaths, and I guess maybe the good Lord 

gave him what he deserved," said Larry Bellamy, of Louisville, Kentucky, whose father-in-law is believed to be 

Harvey's second victim. 

 

Hamilton County Prosecutor Joe Deters, who was an assistant on the case decades ago, said Harvey caused a 

great deal of pain. 

 

"It may sound harsh, but the reality is that I do not have any compassion for Donald Harvey," Deters said. 

 

Harvey told his former attorney the killings began in 1970 when was at Marymount Hospital in Kentucky. 

 



Many of his victims were chronically ill patients and he claimed he was trying to end their suffering. 

 

Harvey used arsenic and cyanide to poison most of his victims, often putting it in the hospital food he served 

them, prosecutors said. Some of the patients were suffocated when he let their oxygen tanks run out. 

 

Twenty-one of the people Harvey killed were patients at the former Drake Memorial Hospital in Cincinnati, 

where he worked as a nurse's assistant. 

 

He was caught after a medical examiner smelled cyanide while performing an autopsy on a victim. 

 

Harvey told a newspaper after he pleaded guilty to avoid the death penalty that he liked the control of 

determining who lived and died. 

 

Former Hamilton County Prosecutor Arthur Ney Jr., who prosecuted the cases in Cincinnati, said Harvey was 

not a mercy killer. 

 

"He killed because he liked to kill," Ney said. 

 

 

Creepy crawly cargo caught in Australia  
Australian customs officers got more than they bargained for when two shoe boxes arrived from Europe with 

venomous snakes, exotic spiders and scorpions found slithering inside the "creep crawly cargo". 

 

The unusual discovery was made at Melbourne last month in two boxes marked shoes sent through the mail in a 

consignment identified as coming from northern Europe. 

 

The parcel included six venomous vipers native to Southeast Asia, three ball pythons, nine large tarantulas from 

Mexico, Brazil and Colombia, plus Asian forest scorpions. 

 

Australian Border Force officers, in a statement Tuesday headlined "Creepy crawly cargo", said it was a serious 

issue as they posed a high biosecurity risk because they can carry pests and diseases that aren’t present Down 

Under. 

 

But the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources also saw the lighter side. 

 

"This detection appears to be a clear attempt to get around the rules that are in place to protect us all," said Lyn 

O'Connell, a department official responsible for biosecurity. 

 

"No spider is a match for our biosecurity web, we get our tails up when there are scorpions in the mail and if 

you try send exotic snakes beware if we find intentional non-compliance, we bite back with the full force of the 

law." 

 

Investigations are continuing into the source of the shipment with officials believing they were destined for the 

black market, where live reptiles are in demand as pets. 

 

 

This is why North Carolina's good enough to make another run next season 
More than its now six national championships, the hallmark of North Carolina’s basketball excellence has been 

its consistent contention. The Tar Heels have missed the NCAA tournament just three times since 1974, and 

they’ve finished ranked in the vast majority of those seasons. They’ve been kings of the hill more than almost 



everybody, but titles aren’t the only standard of greatness. After all, even Michael Jordan only won one national 

title in Chapel Hill.  

 

The Heels are champions again now, fresh off a win against Gonzaga on Monday night. They’re going to lose 

tons of production from this title-wining team, and yet, in standard UNC fashion, they’re going to be fine. It’s 

not likely that they’ll win the national title again in 2018 — but then again, winning a title isn’t “likely” for any 

one team.  

 

UNC will be in the hunt, like always, because its depth and talent is only rivaled by the very best in college 

basketball. 

 

Let’s start with what North Carolina’s going to lose, which is, in a word, tons.  

 

The Tar Heels were made up of three good seniors, and their best player was a junior who seems to be a lock to 

enter the NBA Draft. The total output from those players this season was huge.  

 

The rotation seniors who will leave are center Kennedy Meeks, forward Isaiah Hicks, and backup point guard 

Nate Britt. They’ll take a little less than 40 percent of the team’s scoring out the door with them. Meeks alone 

was responsible for almost half of UNC’s national-best 302 offensive rebounds.  

 

Small forward Justin Jackson, the ACC’s reigning Player of the Year, probably won’t stick around to defend 

that title. Jackson is widely regarded as a rising first round pick in June’s draft, and winning the title affords him 

the chance to leave school at the perfect time. His value isn’t going up if he spends another year in Chapel Hill.  

 

Assuming Jackson leaves, he’ll take 18 points and five boards per game with him. Grouped with the seniors, 

that means that more than half of UNC’s points will be departing at once. Three of the top four scorers and 

rebounders — Jackson, Meeks, and Hicks — will be out.  

 

That’s a lot to replace, and that also assumes junior wing Theo Pinson and point guard Joel Berry II, the NCAA 

tournament’s Most Outstanding Player, will stick around. Those are still variables, along with Jackson’s 

departure for the NBA.  

 

This is why it’s good to be North Carolina, though. 

 

The Heels have a lot of young talent in place already. They had a five-star freshman this year, Tony Bradley, 

who was excellent backing up Meeks and should return. They had two four-star rookies, Seventh Woods and 

Brandon Robinson, whose contributions were limited. Attrition happens, but there’s a good deal of untapped 

talent on the roster.  

 

They could also get more out of four-star class of 2015 guard Kenny Robinson, who was efficient off the bench 

before a knee injury ended his season in February. They should also get more throughout next season from 

rising junior forward Luke Maye, who went from steady bench piece to Carolina folk hero during the 

tournament regional final.  

 

Everything won’t be perfect for the defending national champions. UNC might still be in some NCAA hot 

water, and its 2017 recruiting class isn’t slated to be as good as usual. There’s just one four-star and a couple of 

high three-stars on the way, according to the 247Sports Composite. UNC isn’t likely to install a couple of 

dominant one-and-dones next season. Then again, it didn’t this year, and things worked out fine. 

 

When you’re North Carolina, you’re able to build up impressive depth over years and years. The Heels will lose 

several of their best players, but the cupboard is stocked well. The talent they’ll add next year won’t have to 

carry the load for this team to be a high tournament seed and threaten to make yet another run in March. 



 

 

 

Romo officially announces he is joining CBS  
Tony Romo is, in fact, retiring from football to begin his career in broadcasting. We know this for certain now 

because it came straight from the man himself on Tuesday afternoon. 

 

In his first post on Twitter since he thanked Dallas Cowboys fans for their support nearly a month ago, Romo 

shared a photo of himself rocking a CBS blazer. 

 

There have been reports that Romo will be replacing Phil Simms to call games alongside Jim Nantz as part of 

CBS’s top duo. The network said in a statement that Simms’ future role is still being discussed. 

 

Romo, an avid golfer, supposedly chose CBS because he could eventually have the opportunity to call some 

golf events in addition to NFL games. If he does replace Simms, it would seem less likely that speculation about 

him possibly returning to the playing field in the future will ever become a reality. 

 

 

NHL's decision to skip Winter Olympics creates problems, makes fans losers 
Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin has said he plans to go to South Korea even without the NHL’s 

blessing. What if other players do the same? 

 

Will NHL teams be allowed to, or willing to, let their top prospects play? Will teams let their No.2 goalie go for 

the two weeks? 

 

How will this impact the NHL’s relationship with NBC? The peacock can’t be happy that USA’s Pyeongchang 

roster will include NHL washouts or college players instead of Patrick Kane, Auston Matthews and Jack Eichel 

— despite statement saying in part “we’re confident that hockey fans and Olympic viewers will turn in to watch 

the unique style of play ... when athletes are competing for their country.” 

 

Will this decision be treated like a declaration of war by the NHL Players Association, which has made it clear 

that players wanted to go to the Olympics? 

 

No winners, only losers, came out of the NHL decision not to send players to the Olympics. 

 

The fans are the biggest losers because they are deprived of seeing the world’s best hockey players in a stage 

that is much larger than a Stanley Cup Final. 

 

At the 1992 Games, a minor league goalie named Ray LeBlanc captured the hearts of American Olympic fans 

with a memorable performance in Merebel, France. “More people in America know Ray LeBlanc than Brian 

Leetch,” said USA Hockey official Art Berglund at the time. 

 

He was right. The Olympic reach is much wider than the NHL reach. 

 

The NHL has sent players to the last five Olympics, dating to Nagano in 1998. You probably need to be in your 

mid-30s to have memories of what Olympic hockey was like before the NHL started to go. 

 

The concerns the NHL has with Olympic participation are sincere. Shutting down the NHL regular season for a 

couple of weeks has caused problems for some teams in terms of recapturing fans’ interest. 

 



Concern over injuries is also worrisome in a league when missing, or making, the playoffs can come down to a 

point or two. 

 

Plus, the IOC has never treated the NHL fairly, given the league has loaned its players to the event. 

Still, it is shortsighted for the NHL not to want to grab the Olympic spotlight. 

 

While it’s true that it is hard to quantify what the NHL gains from Olympic participation, it is hard to argue that 

the Olympic Games’ worldwide exposure isn’t worth the headaches for a league that desires to become more 

global. 

 

The NHL announced last week it will play two preseason games in China, and it’s well established the NHL 

would be interested in going to the Olympics in 2022 because it will be in China. That’s a market that the NHL 

wants to explore. 

 

That’s another problem the NHL now has because International Ice Hockey Federation President Rene Fasel 

said the NHL can’t pick and choose which Olympics it wants to attend. 

 

Some problems resulting from this NHL’s Olympic decision will burn out quickly. NBC has a long-term 

contract with the NHL, and it is not in NBC’s best interest to be angry with the league very long. 

 

Even if players say they are going to the Olympics regardless of what the NHL says, most countries will honor 

the NHL’s contractual hold over the players. Given the amount of financial support the NHL gives Canada and 

USA Hockey, it’s difficult to believe those federations would accept rogue NHLers on their Olympic squads. 

 

The Russians are a different story. If Ovechkin goes to the Olympics, he may have company. It’s expected other 

Russians will go. The Russians Federation isn’t timid about fighting with the NHL. 

 

Also, NHL players will remember this situation the next time collective bargaining negotiations are open. 

 

USA Hockey officials wanted NHL players to go, but they knew this outcome was a real possibility. National 

teams director Jim Johannson has a file of potential players who are playing in college or Europe. 

 

Said Johannson: “We’ll have 25 great stories on the ice in South Korea and will go to the Olympics with medal 

expectations.” 

 

 

Lightning kills: Which outdoor activity ranks no. 1 for fatal strikes? 
During the warmest months of the year, an increase in thunderstorms along with more people venturing 

outdoors to engage in their favorite summer pastimes leads to deadly lightning strikes every year. 

 

Leisure activities account for two-thirds of all lightning-related fatalities in the United States each year. 

 

While the odds of getting struck by a fiery bolt from the sky in any given year is approximately one in 1.1 

million, the odds of getting hit in a lifetime is around one in 13,500, according to NOAA Lightning Safety 

Specialist John Jensenius. 

 

"There are three things to consider (for lightning deaths related to outdoor activities)," Jensenius said. "(The 

victims) are often out in the open, are some distance from safety and need to take action early." 

 



Fishing is the most common outdoor activity for lightning deaths with 33 recorded fatalities between 2006 and 

2016. Nearly all of the fishing-related fatalities were men, Jensenius added, which is a pattern that is common 

among all lightning-related deaths. 

 

Males account for 79 percent of all lightning fatalities, and 90 percent of fishing and sports-related fatalities, 

according to NOAA's official lightning safety report, penned by Jensenius. 

 

"This is something we see throughout with men's behavior in general," he said. "Men are less likely to take 

action early." 

 

The highest category for women was boating at 37.5 percent, which resulted in 16 lightning fatalities over the 

11-year time frame. 

 

Despite notable decreases in recent years, a large spike occurred in 2016 with 38 lightning-related fatalities, the 

highest since 2007. 

 

Overall, lightning deaths on a year-to-year average have significantly declined as more people become aware of 

the dangers, Jensenius said. 

 

Increased awareness along with safer farming equipment, a shift in U.S. agricultural activities and even wireless 

telephones have all contributed to this reduction, Jensenius said. From the 1940s to the 1970s, farming activities 

were one of the highest in recorded fatalities. 

 

Peak days for lightning activity occur through June, July and August when most people are engaging in outdoor 

activities, resulting in 70 percent of the annual reported fatalities. 

 

Lightning will strike the highest object in any given area, but Jensenius warned it is best to avoid being out in 

the open. Preparedness is the best defense and can significantly reduce your odds of getting struck by lightning, 

he added. 

 

"It's always better to run as fast as you can to safety," he said. 

 

Even if it's not possible to get to shelter right away, spending a partial amount of the storm's duration under 

shelter still reduces your risk, he said. 

 

Lightning can strike at a distance of 10 miles from a storm, making it imperative to head to safety as soon as the 

sound of distant thunder roars. Safe areas include hard-top metal vehicles and fully enclosed structures, ideally 

with plumbing and electrical wiring. 

 

Rain shelters and open pavilions provide no safety from lightning as it travels throughout the ground, Jensenius 

added. 

 

"If hiking in a group for example, it is recommended people spread out (during a thunderstorm)," Jensenius 

said. 

 

While very little can be done to reduce your chances of getting struck by lightning when trapped in the open 

during a storm, more people with distance between them can provide assistance if one of the group members 

does get struck, he added. 

 

“There’s not a lot you can do, so you would need to avoid standing under or near a tall tree, standing out in the 

open, and you don’t want to be on a hill; you don’t want to increase your risk," he said. 

 



More information about lightning and lightning safety can be found by visiting NOAA’s official lightning 

safety website. 

 

For more safety and preparedness tips, visit AccuWeather.com/Ready. 

 

 

WWII vet, 102, receives high school diploma, overdue medals 
BUFFALO, N.Y. — A 102-year-old World War II veteran who served with Canadian and American forces and 

survived captivity by the Nazis has received his high school diploma and overdue medals. 

 

Sydney Cole dropped out of his Buffalo, New York, high school in the 1930s. Rejected by the U.S. Army Air 

Corps before America entered the war, Cole headed across the border and joined the Canadian Royal Air Force. 

 

He was discharged after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and joined the U.S. Army in 1943. 

 

Cole was piloting an artillery observation plane during the Battle of the Bulge when he was shot down in early 

1945. He spent the next four months in a German POW camp. 

 

Cole received his diploma Friday and 10 medals, including a Purple Heart and Bronze Medal. 

 

 

Melanie Griffith opens up about plastic surgery, Antonio Banderas split 
Melanie Griffith looks at herself now and wishes she could go back 20 years and change some of her decisions, 

especially some of her cosmetic surgeries. 

 

In fact, she never realized how dramatically her face had actually changed, she told Porter magazine.  

 

"No, I didn't [realize] until people started saying, 'Oh my god, what has she done?!' I was so hurt," she said. "I 

went to a different doctor, and he started dissolving all of this s--- that this other woman doctor had put in. 

Hopefully, I look more normal now." 

 

While she told the pub she raised her kids to the best of her ability, she knows her parenting skills weren't 

exactly traditional. 

 

"I was a totally functioning mom. I wasn't like a drunk-on-the-floor, out-of-it person. I didn't do some things I 

probably should have done, but, mostly, I was there for my kids," she said. "They had a sort of privileged gypsy 

life." 

 

Things were complicated for the actress in the '80s. She had a stint in rehab in 1988 and reconciled with her ex-

husband Don Johnson in 1989 (they had been briefly married in 1976.)  

 

"Don was actually waiting for me when I got out of rehab. We got back together; it was the most natural, 

perfect, loving thing," she said. "Then it just sort of wasn't working. I think it's hard when you are both in the 

public eye, unless one of you gives up work." 

 

After Don, she went onto marry Antonio Banderas, whom she divorced in 2015 following 18 years of marriage. 

 

"I think part of the reason my marriage to Antonio fell apart was because I was stuck; nobody else is to blame," 

she said. "It's just that I personally got stuck and I won't let that happen again, I want to enjoy life, I want to do 

whatever I want to do." 

 



Still, she's not dating.  

 

"I'm shy with men now, very reticent," she said. "I haven't met anyone in the almost two years [Antonio and I] 

have been divorced. No, I don't go on dates, nobody has asked me on a date. I go out with my girlfriends." 

 

 

Missing For Four Years, A California Kitty Is Found Unharmed 2,000 Miles 

Away in Canada 
BooBoo is coming home after four long years. 

 

The tabby cat first left her Watsonville, California, home in 2013 and her family feared they'd never see her 

again. Miraculously, the 6-year-old kitty was found in March in Ontario, Canada, not far from Buffalo, New 

York, and taken to the local shelter, Guelph Humane Society. BooBoo's microchip led the rescuers to call her 

distant owners and arrange for a reunion. 

 

She disappeared, but I never really thought she was [deceased], Ashley Aleman, 21, who in 2011 adopted the 

then few months old BooBoo, told PEOPLE. My stepfather and I always felt someone had her and she was 

happy, because she is such a loving kitty. 

 

Of course, the Aleman family was not happy to lose the stray that Ashley's sister had found her and helped her 

hide in a bedroom for a week before introducing BooBoo to their parents. Although the sisters' parents, Olga 

and Jesse Chmelicek, had previously insisted the family couldn't adopt a cat, they relented thanks to BooBoo's 

sweet manner that won over the family dog, Oreo. 

 

BooBoo was so loving that she would sleep and play with Oreo. That playfulness led to what some feared 

would be a fatal head injury when she was first adopted. But four days after the family took her to the vet, she 

was home and happy. 

 

She cheated death a few times, said Ashley. She's a special kitty. Perhaps that's why the family didn't hesitate to 

borrow money to have Olga fly to Buffalo to retrieve BooBoo and bring her home. 

 

The Guelph Humane Society is doing us a huge favor, bringing her to Buffalo, said Ashley. None of us have 

passports ... and we had hoped she would have been closer to us, but she isn't. 

 

The family is stumped about how BooBoo traveled 2,000-plus miles from her home and survived with no 

apparent injuries. One guess is that she climbed into a car or truck. She would always get in cars and meow to 

try to get people not to leave, said Ashley. 

 

Although the family - including Oreo the dog - looks forward to reuniting with BooBoo, they likely won't give 

her too many treats in celebration. 

 

She might have to go on a diet, said Ashley. She weighed about 8 pounds when she left. Now they said she's 

chunky. She weighs about 11 pounds! And BooBoo will also have a new lifestyle in California. 

 

We always let our pets go in and out, said Ashley. Now they're indoor pets. 

 

The Aleman family is asking for help to defray the cost of retrieving BooBoo. Please contribute via their 

GoFundMe page. 

 

 

Spaghetti Doughnuts Are the Latest Food Hybrid Out of Brooklyn 



After the burger/burrito and the croissant/doughnut, one might have thought that the world of food hybrids was 

out of ideas. Now, however, the carb-loving geniuses at Brooklyn’s Pop Pasta have made a doughnut out of 

spaghetti. Pop Pasta invented the spaghetti doughnut by combining cooked spaghetti and sauce, then baking it 

in ring-shaped molds until firm and crispy. The spaghetti doughnuts are available in several flavors including 

classic red sauce, aglio e olio, Bolognese, and carbonara, with more flavors to come in the near future. 

 

Chinese man 'marries' robot he built himself 
A Chinese artificial intelligence engineer has given up on the search for love and “married” a robot he built 

himself. 

 

Zheng Jiajia, 31, decided to commit after failing to find a human spouse, his friend told Qianjiang Evening 

News.  

 

Related: Innovation in AI could see governments introduce human quotas, study says 

 

Zheng had also become tired of the constant nagging from his family and pressure to get married, so he turned 

to a robot he built late last year, who he named Yingying. 

 

After two months of “dating”, he donned a black suit to “marry” her at a ceremony attended by his mother and 

friends at the weekend in the eastern city of Hangzhou.  

 

While not officially recognised by the authorities, the union had all the trappings of a typical Chinese wedding, 

with Yingying’s head covered with a red cloth in accordance with local tradition. 

 

China has one of the worst gender gaps in the world, mainly due to sex selective abortions after the introduction 

of the country’s widely criticised one-child policy, which for decades controlled how many children each family 

could have.  

 

There were 113.5 men for every 100 women in China, according to the latest figures published by the World 

Economic Forum. The gender imbalance, coupled with changing attitudes towards marriage among the 

country’s middle class, means many men will never find wives. 

 

For now Yingying can only read some Chinese characters and images and speak a few simple words, but Zheng 

plans to upgrade his “bride” to be able to walk and do household chores. Until then he has to carry the 30kg 

robot to move her.  

 

Reaction in China to the union has been mixed, with some social media users mocking Zheng and others 

wondering if it is all a publicity stunt.  

 

“You won’t have her mother looking down on you, you don’t have the pressure to buy a home and you get to 

save money and energy,” one user wrote on WeChat, a popular social network.  

 

“He’ll slowly get old, his face will become wrinkled and his hair will grow white – but will he upgrade her to 

grow old, or just to be prettier?” another user asked.  

 

Stories of robots replacing humans is commonplace in China, most notably in a smattering of restaurants where 

the waiters are automated. However, the machines rarely live up to expectations.  

 

Zheng previously worked at Huawei, the Chinese smartphone company, before quitting to focus on an artificial 

intelligence startup. 


